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FREE 3-DAY FESTIVAL CELEBRATES THE RIO GRANDE

Beloved Albuquerque poet to headline Friday night event

      On April 1, 2, and 3, Voices from the American Land, a poetry chapbook publisher, will sponsor “Río del Corazón: A Festival of the Rio Grande”. This free event includes workshops, poetry readings, discussions, lectures, and other activities for adults and children. A collaboration with the National Hispanic Cultural Center, the festival will be held at the NHCC’s Education Building at 1701 4th St. SW in Albuquerque.

“Our aim is to celebrate the Rio Grande,” said festival organizer and Voices from the American Land Executive Editor, Summer Wood. “We’re hoping to encourage a better understanding of—and closer connection to—this magnificent landscape we call home.” Wood, a prize-winning author, is a long-time resident of Taos, New Mexico.

The program is made possible in part by a generous grant from the New Mexico Humanities Council. It has been designated a We the People project by the New Mexico Humanities Council and the National Endowment for the Humanities.
Kicking off Friday night will be a 7pm reading and conversation by Albuquerque poet E.A. "Tony" Mares. Mares will present and discuss Río del Corazón, his new chapbook of poems just published by Voices from the American Land. Member-supported and New Mexico-based, the Voices organization has an unusual mission: to enlist the power of poetry in land conservation efforts. This non-profit organization publishes quarterly chapbooks of poetry, usually pairing a single poet with a single landscape of conservation value. “We’ve published chapbooks of poetry from other vital landscapes in America, but this is the first time we’re celebrating our home region,” Wood explained. “We’re so pleased to be able to present Tony’s poems of the Rio Grande, and to collaborate with the NHCC to host this festival.”

Mares will be joined by young poets of the region and accompanied by Frank McCulloch y Sus Amigos, a popular Albuquerque band playing folk music of Mexico and New Mexico. Regional artists will display artwork focused on the river, and copies of the chapbook will be distributed free to attendees. This event will be held in the Ballroom of the NHCC Education Building. 

Renowned poet Juan Felipe Herrera has called Río del Corazón “Majestic. Tony's work takes us to the golden earth and its peoples, their songs never erased only carried further out by the ‘river of flowers / the river of names.’ Mares has blessed our ancestors and all around with his cantos of wisdom and universe-brilliance.”

All day Saturday and Sunday, April 2 and 3, the public is invited to choose from a host of different presentations and activities related to the Rio Grande Corridor. Options include a poetry workshop, Writing the Rio, with Sawnie Morris; a presentation in resolana format by Estevan Arellano, The Story of an Acequia; a panel discussion featuring Sara Marie Ortiz, Jack Loeffler, Anders Lundahl, and Estevan Arellano; a screening of the film Green Fire; and much more, including activities for children and young adults. These will take place in the Education Building of the NHCC, with activities beginning each morning at 10am. 

Saturday night at 7pm in the NHCC’s Bank of America Theatre, three exciting poets of the Rio Grande will celebrate this landscape in an evening of poems and stories. Levi Romero, Sara Marie Ortiz, and Sawnie Morris are renowned for their knowledge of and love for the region, as well as for their dynamic performance styles. Romero, chosen to be New Mexico’s Centennial Poet for 2012, is a bilingual poet whose language is immersed in the regional 'manito dialect of northern New Mexico with its 17th century archaisms and melodic registers. Ortiz is an Acoma Pueblo memoirist, poet, scholar, youth trainer, and Indigenous Peoples advocate. Morris received the 2010 Poetry Society of America’s prestigious George Bogin Memorial Award, and is co-founder of Amigos Bravos, a non-profit river protection organization for the Rio Grande watershed.

All events are free and open to the public, but reservations are suggested for the Saturday night event. They can be made at no charge by calling the National Hispanic Cultural Center box office at 505-724-4771, or emailing sonya@voicesfromtheamericanland.org. A few of the workshops have limited space and prior registration by email is advised. For more information and a complete listing of events, including descriptions and presenter bios, please visit http://www.voicesfromtheamericanland.org.


The National Hispanic Cultural Center is located at 1701 4th St. SW in Albuquerque, and can be reached by telephone at 505-246-2261.

To find out more about Voices from the American Land, including how to become a member, please visit the website at www.voicesfromtheamericanland.org.
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